Kookaburra

The Cooloola Community Orchestra acknowledges the assistance of Nai Nai Bird and Ronda Kirby, elders of the
Butchulla Nation for giving permission for the legend "Why the Kookaburra Laughs" as retold by
Auntie Olga Miller, the last matriach of the Butchulla Nation, to be used as the basis

for creating this original composition by Stephen Chin.
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Voice Some of the birds werejust veryrude and unfriendly. One of these was Kookaburra. Although he was a good looking bird with a very strong beak and wonderful eyesight,
he was not happy. What had upset him was the fact that when Yindingie had taken Jabiru's fine voice away from him, he had given the laughter to Kookaburra. Kookaburra
was not pleased at all, for as he'said, "What have I got to laugh about? I would rather have a song like Butcherbird's or Magpie's." So he flew off by him self and moped all
day long, for he was feeling very sorry for himself.
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Now this was the time when Yindingie had gone back to the sky, and already some of the bush creatures were beginning to misbehave. Snake for instance, had decided that a frog -
Voice would be good to eat! He set off to look for one, and found little green Tree Frog sitting on a log in the shade. Tree Frog could not believe it when snake said he was going to eat him. =
Poor little Tree Frog hopped away as fast as he could, but he knew that Snake would soon catch him.
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