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 Stephen Chin

               Kookaburra

The Cooloola Community Orchestra acknowledges the assistance of Nai Nai Bird and Ronda Kirby, elders of the 

Butchulla Nation for giving permission for the legend "Why the Kookaburra Laughs" as retold by 

Auntie Olga Miller, the last matriach of the Butchulla Nation, to be used as the basis 

for creating this original composition by Stephen Chin.
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he was not happy.  What had upset him was the fact that when Yindingie had taken Jabiru's fine voice away from him, he had given the laughter to Kookaburra. Kookaburra

was not pleased at all, for as he said, "What have I got to laugh about?  I would rather have a song like Butcherbird's or Magpie's."  So he flew off by him self and moped all 

day long, for he was feeling very sorry for himself.

&

sempre pp

Repeat ad lib.

&

sempre pp

Repeat ad lib.

B

sempre pp

Repeat ad lib.

?

pizz.

sempre pp

pizz.

Repeat ad lib.

?

sempre pp

Repeat ad lib.

w wb w wb

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ

wb

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ

wb

ææ
æ

wwb

ææ
æ

w
wb

ææ
æ

wwb

ææ
æ

w
wb

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

wb

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

wb

œ

Œ Ó

œb

Œ Ó

œ

Œ Ó

œb

Œ Ó

œ
Œ Ó œb Œ Ó

œ
Œ Ó œb Œ Ó

19

Sam
ple



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

{

J

J

79

Fl.

Ob.

(Fl 2)

Cl.

B. Cl.

(Bsn)

A. Sax.

& Alt Hn

(Hn)

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Euph.

(Tbn)

Tba.

Glock.

Xyl.

Tub. B.

Conga

Tamb.

S. D.

B. D.

Cr. Cym

W. Chim

S. Cym.

Tri.

T.-t.

Timp.

Didg. in G

Voice

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vln 3

Vc.

Db.

&
∑ ∑

solo

mf

∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑

solo

mf

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
#

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

/
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

ppp

&

ppp

B

ppp

?

ppp

arco

?
arco

ppp

œ. œb œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ

œ

≈

œ œ œ œ

≈

œ œ œ œ œ
œ. œ

w w w w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

w w w w

w w w w

20

Sam
ple



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

{

83

Fl.

Ob.

(Fl 2)

Cl.

B. Cl.

(Bsn)

A. Sax.

& Alt Hn

(Hn)

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Euph.

(Tbn)

Tba.

Glock.

Xyl.

Tub. B.

Conga

Tamb.

S. D.

B. D.

Cr. Cym

W. Chim

S. Cym.

Tri.

T.-t.

Timp.

Didg. in G

Voice

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vln 3

Vc.

Db.

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
#

solo

mf

b

Ÿ~~~~Ÿ~~~~~~~~~

∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑

(solo)

mf

∑ ∑

3

&

#
#

#

∑ ∑ ∑

(solo)

mf

3

?
∑

solo

mf

∑ ∑

3

&

#

∑ ∑ ∑

solo

mf

3

&

#
# ∑ ∑

solo

mf

∑

3 3

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

/
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

&

B

?

?

œ. œ

œ#

œ

œ

‰

œ

j

œ

œ. œ œ
œ œ œ

œ œ œ
œ œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ œ
œ
œ.

œ
œ

œ. œ œ
œ œ œ

œ œ œ
œ œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ œ
œ
œ.

œ
œ

œ. œ
.
# œ
.
œ

. œ
. œ œ

œ
.
œ
.
œ

. œ
. œ œ

j

œ

w w w w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

w w w w

∑

w w w

21

Sam
ple



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

{

87

Fl.

Ob.

(Fl 2)

Cl.

B. Cl.

(Bsn)

A. Sax.

& Alt Hn

(Hn)

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Euph.

(Tbn)

Tba.

Glock.

Xyl.

Tub. B.

Conga

Tamb.

S. D.

B. D.

Cr. Cym

W. Chim

S. Cym.

Tri.

T.-t.

Timp.

Didg. in G

Voice

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vln 3

Vc.

Db.

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
#

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

solo

mf

g

l
i
s

s

.

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
#

(solo)

mf

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑

solo

mf

∑ ∑ ∑

3

3 3

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑

solo

mf

Ÿ~~~~~~

∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑

solo

mf

∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

solo

mf

3

?

/
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

&

B

?

?

œ.

œ

J

œ œ
œ.
œ
œ

œ.

œ

J

œ œ
œ.
œ
œ

œ
. œ
.
œ
.
œ
. œ
.
œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.

œ
.
œ
.
œ
. œ
.

œ
.

œ œ

œ œ
œ œ
œ
œ œ
œ œ œ

œ œ
œ
œ œ œ

˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

æææææ
œ œ

j

‰

æææ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ œ

œ

w w w w w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

w w w w w

w w w w w

22

Sam
ple



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

{

92

Fl.

Ob.

(Fl 2)

Cl.

B. Cl.

(Bsn)

A. Sax.

& Alt Hn

(Hn)

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Euph.

(Tbn)

Tba.

Glock.

Xyl.

Tub. B.

Conga

Tamb.

S. D.

B. D.

Cr. Cym

W. Chim

S. Cym.

Tri.

T.-t.

Timp.

Didg. in G

Voice

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vln 3

Vc.

Db.

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
#

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/

solo

mf

∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

/
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

solo

mf

&

solo

mf

&

solo

mf

B

?

?


œ

j

œ œ
≈
œ œ


œ

j

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
≈
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

w w w w

˙
≤

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ. œ œ. œ

J

œ. œ

J

œ.
œ
œ
œ
œ œ.

œ
œ
œ
œ

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

∑

æææ
w

˙
≤

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ.
œ œ.

œ

J

œ.
œ

J

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

˙

≤

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ.

œ

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

w w w w

w w w w

23

Sam
ple



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

{

96

Fl.

Ob.

(Fl 2)

Cl.

B. Cl.

(Bsn)

A. Sax.

& Alt Hn

(Hn)

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Euph.

(Tbn)

Tba.

Glock.

Xyl.

Tub. B.

Conga

Tamb.

S. D.

B. D.

Cr. Cym

W. Chim

S. Cym.

Tri.

T.-t.

Timp.

Didg. in G

Voice

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vln 3

Vc.

Db.

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
#

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

/
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

pp

&

&

pp

&

B

pp

B

?

pp

?

pp

?

w w w w

œ.
œ
œ
œ
œ œ.

œ
œ
œ
œ œ.

œ
œ
œ
œ œ.

œ
œ
œ
œ œ.

œ
œ
œ
œ œ.

œ
œ
œ
œ

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ
œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ
œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ
œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ
œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ
œ
œ œ

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

œ. œ

j

œ.
œ

j
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ ææ

æ

w

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

˙ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ

w

w

w

w

w

w

w w w w

œ

≤

.
œ

J

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

œ œ w w

w w w w

24

Sam
ple



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

{

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

K

K

100

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Fl.

Ob.

(Fl 2)

Cl.

B. Cl.

(Bsn)

A. Sax.

& Alt Hn

(Hn)

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Euph.

(Tbn)

Tba.

Glock.

Xyl.

Tub. B.

Conga

Tamb.

S. D.

B. D.

Cr. Cym

W. Chim

S. Cym.

Tri.

T.-t.

Timp.

Didg. in G

Voice

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vln 3

Vc.

Db.

&
∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

&
∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

&

#
# ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

&

#
# ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

&

#
#

#

∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

?
∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

&

#

∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

&

#
# ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

?
∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

&

#
# ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

?
∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

&
∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

&
∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

&
∑ ∑ ∑

U

/
∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑
U

/ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑
U

/ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑
U

/ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑
U

/ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑
U

/ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑
U

/ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑
U

/ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑
U

/ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑
U

?
∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

?

Play freely for about 20 seconds making a variety of animal voices
Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

/
∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

&

pp   dim. poco a poco

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

&

pp   dim. poco a poco

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

B

pp   dim. poco a poco

∑

U

?

pp   dim. poco a poco

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

?

pp   dim. poco a poco

Repeat ad lib.

∑

U

w w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ
w

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

ww

ææ
æ

w

ææ
æ

w

w w

w w

25

Sam
ple



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

{

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

L

L

Allegro molto  q = 132

Allegro molto  q = 132

103

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Fl.

Ob.

(Fl 2)

Cl.

B. Cl.

(Bsn)

A. Sax.

& Alt Hn

(Hn)

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Euph.

(Tbn)

Tba.

Glock.

Xyl.

Tub. B.

Conga

Tamb.

S. D.

B. D.

Cr. Cym

W. Chim

S. Cym.

Tri.

T.-t.

Timp.

Didg. in G

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vln 3

Vc.

Db.

&

p

Repeat ad lib.

&

p

Repeat ad lib.

&

#
#

pp pp

Repeat ad lib.

&

#
#

<
not first time

>

pp pp

Repeat ad lib.

&

#
#

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

?

<

not first time

>

pp pp

Repeat ad lib.

&

#

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

&

#
# ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

/
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Repeat ad lib.

Voice

Now this was the time when Yindingie had gone back to the sky, and already some of the bush creatures were beginning to misbehave.  Snake for instance, had decided that a frog

would be good to eat!  He set off to look for one, and found little green Tree Frog sitting on a log in the shade.  Tree Frog could not believe it when snake said he was going to eat him.

Poor little Tree Frog hopped away as fast as he could,  but he knew that Snake would soon catch him.
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